Minutes of the Prees Parish Council meeting held on 16 February 2026 in Prees Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall, Mrs S Jones, Ms N Young, Mrs B Finch, Mrs L Baer, Mrs A Allen, Mrs J Platt, D Pritchard, J Redgate, J Allen, T Nield and M Myles-Hook.  Three members of the Public and the clerk Mrs K Sieloff were also present. 

016/26   Public Session.  
A member of the public attended to urge the Parish Council to consider very carefully all the possible ramifications before any decision was made to take over ownership of the area of land on which the War Memorial sits. He himself expressed a firm belief that the land belongs to the Diocese of Lichfield.
017/26   Apologies   
There were none.
018/26   For Members to disclose Pecuniary/Non-Pecuniary interests in items on this agenda. 
There were no disclosures.
019/26   Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on January 19 2026 (previously circulated) were agreed to be a true record.  It was proposed by Cllr T Nield that they be signed and this was seconded by Cllr Ms N Young.  All were in favour.
020/26   Actions arising from the Minutes (which are not included on the Agenda.)  
There were none.
021/26   Community Policing Matters.
There was no representative from the local Police team present.  The clerk had circulated the monthly newsletter On the Beat to all cllrs.  
Cllr J Allen spoke in praise of the manner in which a situation involving threatening behaviour at Holly Farm had been handled by the police.  
The clerk was asked to register with Neighbourhood Matters, and to send the link to all the parish cllrs.  She was also asked to contact local police team to ask if there were further sources the PC could use to gain information about current crimes.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen.  All were in favour.
022/26   Shropshire Council report. (Previously circulated.)
Cllr M Myles-Hook’s report, which is available in full on the PC website made the following point amongst others.
· The much-opposed planning application (25/04050/PAAFC) at New Farm, Fauls for Change of Use of 2 agricultural buildings to storage,  has been refused because of highway concerns and noise.
· Shropshire Council is allowed to increase the Community Charge it levies by 9% this year but whether it will or not has not yet been finalised.
· In the current financial situation, residents can be assured that every proposed expenditure over £500 is carefully scrutinised.
· Helen Morgan MP is supporting the idea of a lift at Whitchurch rail station to increase accessibility.
· Work on the Northern Relief Road is officially paused as there are no funds to continue it.  £39m has already been spent out of capital budget and this sum is part of the £71m sought from the Government in case SC are required to repay it.  The scheme is not abandoned, but there are currently no funds to continue it.
023/26   Planning Matters
Current planning applications for consultation
None received since the January PC meeting.
Planning decisions received from Shropshire Council. 
25/03288/FUL: Erection of self-build dwelling with detached garage, new entrance and driveway
Proposed Dwelling East Of 1, Sylvan Close, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Decision:  Grant Permission
25/04481/FUL:Erection of garage/carport/store and erection of lean-to log store to side of dwelling
Cornerwood, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HZ. Decision: Grant Permission.
25/03398/OUT:  Outline consent for up to two dwellings (all matters reserved except for access.)
Proposed Residential Development Land South Of Pine Patch, Heathwood Road, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.   Decision:  Grant Permission
Other planning matters
Result of Appeal Ref: 6000790: Agricultural Building B at Rose Cottage, Prees Green, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2BN. Decision date: 23.12.25. 
The appeal was made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) against a refusal to grant planning permission. The appeal was made by Don Carissimo against the decision of Shropshire Council. The application Ref is 25/00733/FUL. The development proposed was change of use from agricultural building to residential dwelling and internal alterations. 
Decision: The appeal is dismissed. 
024/26  Parish and Parish Council Matters.
Hazardous parking at Prees War Memorial.  
The clerk reported that she has had no response (beyond acknowledgement of her enquiry) from the Diocese about ownership of the land in question.  She was asked to pursue the matter.  Cllr Mrs Short reminded the meeting that NALC Legal has confirmed that ownership of the land can be claimed by Adverse Possession.  She suggested that the PC does not want to claim absolute ownership, but that group ownership of the land would be the way forward.  A legal agreement would need to be made between all concerned parties about access, maintenance etc.  Cllr Mrs Short asked the PC to allow her to spend up to £250.00 on taking legal advice on these matters.  That this should be granted was proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr D Pritchard.  All in favour.
Hunt causing nuisance in Fauls again.  
Cllr J Allen reiterated the problems he and his family had experienced when the Hunt recently again rampaged through his land.  
The clerk was asked to contact local Police to see if any action was being taken by them.  This was proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs B Finch.  All were in favour.
Playground matters. 
Fencing to exclude dogs from play area proposed.
The clerk circulated a plan she had drawn of Higher Heath playing-field, showing the proposed positioning of fencing to enclose all the playground/fitness equipment and ensure this area was dog-free.  Clerk was asked to find an economical fencing option.  Exact parameters of the area to be fenced to be discussed at the next PC meeting after a further site meeting (clerk to arrange.)  Clerk was also asked to chase Mole Man.
Playground equipment maintenance contracts quotes.
Three quotes were circulated.  The clerk was asked to check with the PC’s insurers concerning the frequency and degree of checks required.
Review of grounds maintenance contract.
Cllr Mrs Short expressed the view that Pimlotts provide a very good service, being flexible, helpful and fair and always prepared to go the extra mile.  Cllr J Allen commented that Wrafton Terrace is currently rather weedy and that the ivy needs removing.  The berberis also needs attention.  He offered to meet up with a representative from Pimlotts to discuss this.  Cllr Mrs Short will set this meeting up.
Clerk to arrange for a qualified person to assess the condition of the remaining trees at Brades playground as at least one of them appears to be dead.
Review of on-going/unfinished Parish Council projects.  
Cllr Mrs S Short had previously circulated a list of unfinished and on-going projects and she now went through this list explaining how each could be taken forward.  The matters will be addressed one by one at forthcoming meetings.
Concerns about local fly-tipping.  
Cllr Mrs A Allen expressed her concern about sawdust and wood planings dumped in a ditch in Fauls.  She had reported the matter to SC via Fix My Street.  Cllr M Myles-Hook reported that representatives from both local Police and SC had attended and advice had been given to the perpetrator.  He asked Cllr Mrs Allen to let him know if there was further occurrence.
Authorisation of training request/funding from Cllrs Mrs J Catteralll and Mrs A Allen.
It was resolved that Cllrs Mrs J Catterall and Mrs A Allen should be authorised to attend Fundamentals for Councillors training at a cost of £45.00 per delegate which would be met by the PC.  This was proposed by Cllr Mrs L Baer and seconded by Cllr Ms N Young.  All were in favour.  Date of attendance to be confirmed by clerk asap. 
Update on outstanding matters pertaining to Community-led residential development on Whitchurch Road.  
The clerk had heard nothing currently to report but undertook to ask for an update for the next meeting.
IT matters
Update on plans to improve website. 
Cllr Dr J Redgate and the clerk are to meet up on Monday 23 February to start the process of making improvements.
PC website and email migration to gov.uk domain: update.
Clerk has obtained three quotes.  She will discuss these with Cllr Dr J Redgate and they will report back at the next meeting.
Update on local Broadband/mobile phone connectivity.  
Cllr Dr J Redgate presented a comprehensive update on these matters.  The presentation in its entirety can be found on the PC website.
Local defibrillators. 
The clerk reminded the meeting that the PC had resolved some while ago to fund the acquisition of accessories, and indeed the purchase of a replacement defibrillator when necessary, at Fauls Church Hall, Higher Heath Hall and Prees Village Hall, the understanding being that the PC was providing one defibrillator in each Ward. 
Accessory-sourcing issues 
Fauls managed to get new accessories for their defibrillator just before manufacture was discontinued.  This will be an expense of £204.00 for the PC.  Higher Heath has a different defibrillator which needed pads etc and these have been purchased. This defibrillator is also to be registered with the Ambulance Service (The Circuit.)  Prees Village Hall has a Lifepack defibrillator for which Cllr Mrs S Short has spares.
Request received for on-going funding of defibrillator at Prees Green Methodist Chapel.
In response to the request received, it was proposed by Cllr Ms N Young that the PC agree to fund the defibrillator at Prees Green Methodist Chapel.  This was seconded by Cllr Dr J Redgate.  There were 5 votes in support and 7 against.  
025/26  SALC news.
Nothing to report.
026/26  Accounting matters
Payment of accounts for February 2026
Cllr Mrs L Baer proposed that the following accounts should be paid and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs B Finch.  All were in favour.
                                                                                                                           £
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary February 2026                                                         506.48
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                    126.61                                                                                 
KD Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (14.1.26-10.2.26))                                              18.71
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd: (lengthsman January)                                320.00                                                                           
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd (playgrounds maintenance)                        212.00
Technochip Computers Ltd                                                                                299.00
Post Office Ltd (SC Joint Energy costs third quarter)                                       645.44
                                                                                                     Total         £2,128.24
Additional invoice
TEEC Ltd (website hosting)                                                                              194.39
                                                                          Grand total                           £2,322.63                                              
                                                         
Clerk’s expenditure 14.1.26-10.2.26
BT line rental contribution February 2026: £ 12.50. 
Stamps:3 x second class stamps @ 87p = £2.61
Trip to noticeboards for January Agenda: 8 miles @ 45ppm = £3.60.
Total=£18.71
027/26  Housekeeping.  
Cllr J Allen suggested that a WhatsApp group allowing members of the PC to immediately communicate urgent issues amongst themselves would be useful.  Cllr Dr J Redgate and the clerk to set this up.
028/26  Facebook.  
Nothing new to report.
029/26  Correspondence. 
A letter of appreciation and thanks had been received from Lower Heath Primary School following the receipt of the Parish Council’s donation towards the construction of the new Curiosity Garden (now completed.)
030/26  Items for next Agenda
As noted in the Minutes.
031/26  Resolution to exclude Public and Press.
Cllr Mrs S Short read out the following Proposal:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 The PC continued in private session.
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